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Peninsula Metropolitan Park District 
 

PO Box 425 – Gig Harbor, WA 98335 
253-858-3400 – info@penmetparks.org 

www.penmetparks.org 

 

SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 
July 25, 2022, 3:00 PM 
Gig Harbor Civic Center - Council Chambers 3510 Grandview Street, Gig Harbor, WA 98335 
 

Call to Order 

Commissioner Roll Call: 

 Present Excused Comment 

Steve Nixon, President    

Maryellen (Missy) Hill, Clerk    

Amanda Babich    

Kurt Grimmer    

Laurel Kingsbury    
 

ITEM 1 Public Comments: 

This is the time set aside for the public to provide their comments to the Board on 
matters related to PenMet Parks.  Each person may speak up to three (3) minutes, 
but only once during the citizen comment period.  Anyone who provides public 
comment must comply with Policy P10-106 providing for the Rules of Decorum for 
Board Meetings.  A copy of the policy is available at each meeting and at 
www.penmetparks.org 

ITEM 2 New Business 

2.1 Single Reading Resolutions Requiring One Reading for Adoption 

Resolution R2022-005 Approving the Agreement for Sale and 
Purchase of Real Property 

ITEM 3 Next Board Meetings 
August 2, 2022 Study Session at 5:00 pm and Regular Meeting at 6:00 pm at 
the Gig Harbor Civic Center - Council Chambers 3510 Grandview Street, Gig 
Harbor, WA 98335 

ITEM 4 Adjournment 

 

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS MEETING PROCEDURES  

 

The Board of Park Commissioners encourages the public to attend its Board meetings.  All persons who attend Board 
meetings must comply with Board Policy P10-106 providing for the Rules of Decorum at Board Meetings.  This Policy 
is to preserve order and decorum and discourage conduct that disrupts, disturbs, or otherwise impedes the orderly 
conduct of Board meetings.  A copy of the policy is available at each meeting and at www.penmetparks.org. 
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DISTRICT COMMISSION MEMO 
 
To:  Board of Park Commissioners 

 

From:   Ally Bujacich, Executive Director 

 

Date:  July 25, 2022 

 

Subject: Resolution R2022-005 Approving the Agreement for Sale and Purchase of 

Real Property 

 

Background/Analysis 
 

In spring 2022, the owner of two parcels of land located at 52 and 58 Island Blvd. on Fox Island 

notified PenMet Parks of its interest in selling the properties. These parcels are located adjacent to 

and south of the Tacoma DeMolay Sandspit Nature Preserve on the northern tip of Fox Island. The 

two properties total over 3.5 acres and are primarily wooded with some steep slopes and 

approximately 265’ of Puget Sound waterfront with views to the west of the Key Peninsula and 

the Olympic Mountain range. There are two cabins on the properties. 

 

If acquired, these parcels would expand public access to shoreline, a community priority and key 

project recommendation identified in PenMet Parks’ 2018 Comprehensive Parks, Recreation and 

Open Space (PROS) Plan. In addition, acquisition of the parcels would result in additional 

protected forested open space, wetlands, habitat, and shoreline that support critical natural 

functions that may otherwise be lost due to development for private use.  

 

The properties provide public benefit that aligns with community interests and needs that are 

documented in the PROS Plan, including: 

 

- Balance public access and amenities with ecosystem needs to protect critical wildlife, habitat, 

and environmental functions. The DeMolay Sandspit is a popular destination, and PenMet 

Parks takes steps to manage the park to protect its natural features. The adjacent properties 

would significantly increase the land available for public access and provide 265’ of additional 

usable beachfront, reducing the impact to the DeMolay Sandspit while creating additional 

opportunities for public access to the shoreline and open space. 

 

- Create public access into and through natural open space lands to provide passive recreation 

experiences for residents and visitors to explore natural and personal connections with the 

environment. The properties could potentially support an expanded pedestrian trail system that 

connects to the DeMolay Sandspit property, spanning a total of approximately eight acres. 
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- Preserve wildlife habitat, habitat corridors, protect water quality, and retain and manage 

forested areas. Incorporate natural areas and unique ecological features into the park and 

open space system to maintain biodiversity, protect threatened species, conserve significant 

natural resources, and retain migration corridors that are unique and important to local 

wildlife. According to Pierce County data, the properties may contain protected species and/or 

conservation areas, undeveloped open space corridors that connect habitat areas, and wetlands. 

Specific environmental features will be evaluated as part of the feasibility study contemplated 

in the Agreement. 

 

- Promote and enhance opportunities to educate park system users on the value of the natural 

open space environments and the overall ecological systems that interconnect our community. 

PenMet Parks could steward the land to protect sensitive areas and educate the public through 

educational signage and programming. 

 

- Preserve open space and protect the diverse local environments, including the marine 

environment. The forested property would largely be maintained in its natural state. No 

commercial timber harvest or disturbance of the shoreline area is planned.   

 

- Enhance water-based recreation by acquiring more public shoreline access locations. The 

properties provide more shoreline access for popular recreation activities including fishing, 

boating, and other water activities.  

 

- Strategically expand park access in areas of need. A gap analysis studying the distribution of 

parks within PenMet Parks’ boundaries identified Fox Island as a potential target acquisition 

area to improve public access to parkland. The greatest needs for additional park sites are to 

provide the land base for a blend of passive and active recreation opportunities and waterfront 

access.  

 

The Agreement contemplates PenMet Parks conducting due diligence to determine if the property 

is suitable for the intended use and includes contingencies for the following: 

 

- Park Board approval. 

- Title report and review of all encumbrances. 

- Inspections which may include surveys and geological reviews. 

- Funding for the acquisition through Pierce County’s Conservation Futures – Opportunity 

Account program. 

 

 

Policy Implications/Support 

 

1. The District has adopted eight goals, including craft partnerships, acquire assets, develop and 

maintain-quality facilities and services, preserve open space, promote health and wellness, 

provide diverse recreational programs, prudent management of District funds, and trail 

planning and connections.   

 

2. The potential acquisition supports several priorities identified in the District’s 2018 

Comprehensive Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan, including: 
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o Balance public access and amenities with critical waterfront ecosystem needs to protect 

critical wildlife, habitat, and environmental functions. 

 

o Preserve wildlife habitat, habitat corridors, protect water quality, and retain and manage 

forested areas. Incorporate natural areas and unique ecological features into the park 

and open space system to maintain biodiversity, protect threatened species, conserve 

significant natural resources, and retain migration corridors that are unique and 

important to local wildlife.  

 

o Promote and enhance opportunities to educate park system users on the value of the 

natural open space environments and the overall ecological systems that interconnect 

our community.  

 

o Preserve open space and protect the diverse local environments, including the marine 

environment.  

 

o Improve access to the waterfront.  

 

o Strategically expand park access in areas of need.  

 

 

Recommendation 

 
Staff recommends the Board pass Resolution R2022-005 approving the Agreement for Sale and 
Purchase of Real Property. 
 

 

Staff Contact 

 

If you have any questions or comments, please contact Ally Bujacich at (253) 858-3400 or via e-

mail at executivedirector@penmetparks.org. 

 

 

Attachments 

- Resolution R2022-005 
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Resolution R2022-005 

Peninsula Metropolitan Park District 

RESOLUTION NO. R2022-005 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

APPROVING THE AGREEMENT FOR 
SALE AND PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY 

 
WHEREAS, the Peninsula Metropolitan Park District (PenMet Parks) has been exploring 
the possibility of acquiring certain real property adjacent to the Tacoma DeMolay Sandspit 
Nature Preserve for the purpose of expanding public access to saltwater shoreline, 
providing passive recreation opportunities, and protecting forested open space and 
shoreline that support critical natural functions; and  
 
WHEREAS, the owners of the property and PenMet Parks’ Executive Director negotiated 
and executed an Agreement for the Sale and Purchase of Real Property for the purchase 
price of $2,500,000.00 (the “Agreement”), a copy of which is attached to this resolution 
as Exhibit “A”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Agreement is subject to and contingent upon Park Board approval and 
PenMet Parks conduct certain inspections and other due diligence of the property to 
determine if it is suitable for PenMet Parks’ intended use; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Agreement is subject to and contingent upon Pierce County approving 
grant funding for the purchase this property; and 
 
WHEREAS, the timeframe necessary to conduct the due diligence and secure funding 
for the property is estimated to be up to 18 weeks; and 
 
WHEREAS, the acquisition of the property will serve to advance the community priorities 
listed in PenMet Parks’ adopted Comprehensive Parks, Recreation and Open Space 
Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, the acquisition of the property will serve to further the mission of PenMet 
Parks to enhance the quality of life by providing park and recreation opportunities for our 
community; NOW THEREFORE BE IT 
 
RESOLVED by the Board of Park Commissioners of the Peninsula Metropolitan Park 
District that the Purchase and Sale Agreement executed by the Seller and the Executive 
Director and attached as Exhibit “A” is approved and staff is directed to begin performing 
the due diligence work specified therein. 
 
The foregoing resolution was adopted at a special meeting of the Board of Park 
Commissioners of the Peninsula Metropolitan Park District held on July 25, 2022. 
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Resolution R2022-005 

       
Steve Nixon, President 
 

              
Maryellen “Missy” Hill, Clerk   Attest: Ally Bujacich, Executive Director 
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